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by Melanie Lawwill, McKinley Primary Center
 Currently the South Bend School Corporation is fortunate 
to be able to provide students needing extra help in reading and 
writing skills a wonderful opportunity; small group instruction 
several times a week with a tutor trained in the Wilson Reading 
System. The Wilson Reading System is a remedial program based 
on systematic sequential and multi-sensory methods of teaching 
reading and writing skills to students struggling in the classroom 
due to a language learning disability, an English language defi-
ciency, or simply because they need a little bit of “extra” help. 
The goal is to build a strong foundation for a life full of strong 
reading and writing skills while having fun doing so.
 The students participating in this program are identified by 
their classroom and/or special education teachers, often scoring in 
the lower range on M-class tests and frequently having difficulty 
with basic phonics skills. The potential benefits of additional 
instruction and practice in a small group, typically 1-3 students, 
several times per week with a Wilson tutor are far reaching.
 The program utilizes some basic principles of instruction 
that are shown by research to 
be highly effective for student 
success. One such principle is 
that instruction	is	visible	and	
explicit.	Unlike other programs 
where students work indepen-
dently on phonics worksheets, 
instruction with their Wilson 
tutor is highly interactive. A 
typical session may include 
modeling a finger tapping 
procedure, and actually ma-
nipulating sounds by moving 
magnetic letter tiles to form 
words. This active participa-
tion in many various modes 
provides students with many 
ways to learn and also helps to 
maintain student focus.
 Another key to the pro-
gram’s success is the sequen-
tial	way	in	which	instruction	
occurs.	Each new unit taught 
builds on previously taught 
skills. Students then have many 
opportunities to apply skills for 

reinforcement. Instruction is always spiraling back to relate the 
new concepts to those already mastered.
 Motor-Memory	Learning is also a large part of the Wilson 
program. Tracing a letter or “sky writing” a sight word, as well 
as tapping sounds to blend and spell words has been proven to be 
a highly effective way of learning for many students.
 Repetition	and	direct	feedback, also identified as effective 
teaching principles are part of the Wilson program. Having the 
same information presented in different ways and with various 
activities gives students multiple opportunities to practice and re-
inforce skills. Proving positive feedback immediately and helping 
to correct errors on the spot in a supportive way allows students 
to learn in the moment and feel successful doing so.
 Having the Wilson tutors available in our schools provides a 
wonderful opportunity to supplement student learning and help 
set them on their way towards reaching their goal to become life-
long readers and writers. We are truly lucky to have this program 
at our disposal.

Wilson	Reading	System	Helps	Children	with	Special	Needs

Melanie works with students Ervin, Hannah, and Angel using the Wilson Reading system. There 
are approximately 18-20 Wilson Reading Specialists working in the corporation. Melanie has a 
caseload of 51.



by Bill Court, INTERN Program

 The INTERN Program has more than 100 High 
School and Young Adult students currently partnered 
with area employers offering half day job training. They 
are involved in an experience that is designed to help 
them discover the types of jobs they may want to try 
when they finish school. Students develop workplace 
responsibility, establish positive work habits and at-
titudes, develop an understanding of the workplace and 
receive opportunities to develop relationships with adults 
in the workplace. The training helps student’s families 
and teachers identify the supports that they may need to 
be successful in community-based employment.

 The INTERN Program is extending an invitation to 
parents to visit their student’s INTERN Site any time 
throughout the school year - their own personalized 
“INTERN Open House”. The staff will show parents 
where their student trains and the types of tasks they 
are learning. They may also be able to meet some of the 
staff that works directly with their son or daughter. 
The invitation states, “We want this to be an individual-
ized opportunity for you, the parent. Let us know the 
best time of day for your visit and some days that could 
work with your schedule.” Parents may arrange a visit 
by contacting the INTERN Program Coordinator, Bill 
Court, via phone (574-631-3340) or e-mail (intern@
sbcsc.k12.in.us).

INTERN	Program	Encourages	Parent	Visits

by Marilou Vandergriend, Edison Intermediate 
This fall, the Special education department wrote a grant 
to provide some exciting new technology for a specific 

group of people. All OTs, SLPs and Autism teachers re-
ceived an iPad to use with their students! These groups 
were targeted because they typically work with very 
small groups of students at a time, and the iPad lends 
itself very well to working with a small group. Teach-
ers and therapists are working hard to learn how to use 
the iPads with students. Speech teachers are using apps 
that allow students to record their speech progress and 
listen to themselves, and OTs have several new tools to 
work on fine motor skills with students. There is even 
a website to provide support, training and new ideas: 
https://sites.google.com/site/ipads4therapy/. There IS 
an app for that!

Technology	Update

News	Around	the	Nation
 The U.S. Supreme Court will soon decide if it will hear the case of a California school district that was 
ordered to provide compensatory tutoring to a student because it failed to identify and evaluate the student’s 
disability. The justices will vote in January to consider the case of Compton Unified School District v. Addison.  
In an earlier decision,   an  administrative  law judge sided with the child’s parents who claimed their daughter 
had not been identified and evaluated, as required by law, and ordered the Compton School District to provide 
150 hours of tutoring.
 According to a recent study by the U.S. Census Bureau,  close  to 5% of school aged children between the 
ages of 5 and 17 have a disability. Their brief entitled “School Aged Children with Disabilities in U.S. Metro-
politan Statistical Areas: 2010,” concludes that there are 2.8 million children in the United  States  who  have 
some type of disability.



(Tell us what’s going on at your school or in your classroom 
and we’ll put it in The Special Edition. Contact tspencer@
sbcsc.k12.in or send it care of Tom Spencer to McKinley 
School).
 New	IIEP	software went effect at the beginning 
of the school year and it is now being used for all special 
education conferences. The Indiana Individual Education 
Program replaces all previous forms and software. 
Teachers must now access the  Indiana Department of 
Education website, “The Learning Connection,” to upload 
their student caseload and complete an IEP.
 Autism teachers, speech therapists 
and Occupational Therapists are now 
using Apple	 iPads with their students. 
(See related story on page 2). SNAP 
OT Kathleen	 Petitjean	 reports that 
the “possibilities for therapeutic and 
educational applications are phenomenal 
as this generation of children are very 
interested in technology and are highly 
motivated to participate in the fun 
and interactive activities available for 
the device.” She notes, for example, 
that “OT;s have been using dexterity 
programs such as one in which the child 
pinches ‘crabs’ on the screen to improve 
finger strength and dexterity. Many fun 
letter and number tracing apps are also 
being utilized in therapy.”
 Karen	 Pinkham’s class at 
Adams	High	School had partnered with 
students from the Adams National Honor 
Society and their sponsor, Mrs.	 Mary	

Dickerson, to help John Adams be an environmentally 
friendly school by recycling. The NHS students are able 
to earn community service hours by picking up recycling 
in classroom during Success Period two days a week. 
My students pick up recycling bins two days a week in 
the offices (main, student management athletics, special 
education, guidance and work rooms) during our first hour 
vocational class. This particular job requires students to 
work together and communicate their needs in order to 
achieve a common goal. We are in the planning stages of 
organizing a holiday gathering for all of the Recycling 
Team to celebrate a successful partnership.

Send	Us	the	News!!
The Special Edition wants to know what’s going on in your classroom or school. Send us a photo of a 
special event, a brief paragraph on some activity, or any news that’s “fit to print” and we will include it in 
the newsletter. Have an idea for an interesting article? Know a teacher who is doing some creative activities? 
Let us know so we can spread the word on what is going on “around the corporation.” 

Send your articles/photos/suggestions to: tspencer@sbcsc.k12.in.us or to McKinley Primary Center c/o Tom 
Spencer.  

“Around	the	Corp”----Information	and	Updates

Aidan, a second grade student in Sue Hill’s class at Nuner Primary Center, loves 
working on carefully tracing letters on an IPAD app set up by his OT Kathleen 
Petitjean.
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AUTISM	CORNER
By Cyndi Smith, SBCSC Autism Consultant

Circles I ® :  Social Distance and Relationships
The CIRCLES program teaches social distance and levels of intimacy through the use of six colour 
coded concentric circles. Starting from the centre circle, which is self, each new coloured circle 
represents behaviours, feelings, and actions appropriate to the distance from the centre or self. The 
CIRCLES program assists students to discriminate different degrees of intimacy and adapt their 
behaviours accordingly. Students are asked to think about/discuss the level of talk, trust and touch 
which is appropriate for each circle.

Why would I use Circles teaching with my child?  The CIRCLES program provides a concrete 
reference to otherwise subjective and vague concepts which may be difficult for individuals with 
autism and other related disorders to fully understand. These concepts tend to be the “unwritten 
rules” of society which may need to be introduced and taught in a more structured format such as 
CIRCLES. The CIRCLES program can be adapted to fit the individual needs of the student and/or to 
address specific concerns (e.g. inappropriate touching, talking to strangers). CIRCLES teaching can 

also empower/equip students with knowledge of the various persons who may come into their lives and to then decide for themselves 
what level of intimacy is appropriate/not appropriate. See the Geneva Centre for Autism website for more visual aids of their adapted 
CIRCLES program   http://elearning.autism.net/visuals/main.php?g2_itemId=231 

The coloured CIRCLES and their meanings*

1.	Private	Purple	CIRCLE	[small,	inner	circle	on	graph]
•	You	are	the	most	important	person	in	your	world.
•	No	one	touches	you	unless	you	want	to	be	touched.
•	You	are	only	in	your	private	circle	if	you	are	alone.	As
soon	as	you	can	see	someone,	you	move	to	another	circle.

	2.	Blue	Family	CIRCLE
•	There	are	very	few	people	that	hug	you	and	who	you	hug	your	mother	
or	father,	brother/sister	girlfriend	or	boyfriend.
•	Sometimes,	other	family	members	(grandparents,	aunts
and	uncles)	may	hug	you	or	get	hugs	from	you	depending
on	how	close	you	are	to	them

	3.	Green	Friendship	CIRCLE
•	There	are	a	few	people	who	you	are	close	friends	with
and	give	far	away	hugs	to	(i.e.,	a	friendly	but	not	intimate
hug).
•	Far	away	hugs	can	be	a	pat	on	the	back.

	4.	Yellow	Acquaintances	CIRCLE
•	You	see	many	people	everyday	who	you	might	know	but	are	not	friends	
with.	These	are	called	acquaintances
•	You	can	choose	to	shake	hands	with	acquaintances	and
when	you	are	introduced	to	someone.
• Sometimes acquaintances give high fives or just say,
“hello”

	 5.	Orange	Community	Helpers	CIRCLE
•	You	have	adults	in	your	life	who	are	there	to	help	you	and
may	get	to	know	you	very	well	-	your	teacher,	your	CHAP
worker,	hockey	coach,	doctor	etc.
•	Nod	or	wave	hello	to	people	who	help	you
•	Sometimes,	these	people	may	touch	you	as	part	of
helping	you.	You	decide	how	comfortable	this	makes	you
feel.	You	can	ask	them	to	“stop”.
	
6.	Red	Stranger	CIRCLE	[largest,	outside	circle	on	graph]
•	Strangers	are	the	many	people	you	see	every	day	that
you	do	not	know	at	all.
•	You	do	not	talk	to	strangers	(conversations).	Sometimes
you	might	say	“hi”	or	“excuse	me”	as	you	walk	by.
•	You	do	not	touch	strangers.
•	Strangers	do	not	touch	you.
•	You	decide	who	can	touch	you-	you	decide	when	to	say
“STOP”,	and	when	to	walk	away.
	
TALK,	TRUST	and	TOUCH	(the	3	T’s)
You	can	decide	what	level	of	talking,	touching	and	trust
there	is	with	the	people	in	your	various	coloured	circles.
Each	level	is	different	depending	on	the	degree	of	intimacy	which	is	
required	or	present.

*Adapted from original Circles program by Champagne, M.P. & Walker-Hirsch, L. © Copyright 1983, 1993. James Standfield Publishing Company


